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WFP Assistance 

 PRRO Protecting 
livelihoods, reducing 

undernutrition, and 

building resilience 

through safety nets, 

asset creation and 

skills development 

200640 

(Jul 2014- Dec 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

90.2 m 
 30.3 m  
(34%) 

24 m    

(72%) 

*April–September 2016 

Developed in consultation with the government, 

United Nations agencies and NGOs, the World Food 

Programme (WFP) under its Protracted Relief and 

Recovery Operations (PRRO) provides assistance to 

the most vulnerable and food insecure people and 

protects their livelihoods. From the outset, the eight 

most vulnerable regions were covered. However, due 

to funding shortfalls, the project was scaled down to 

cover the six most vulnerable regions presenting the 

highest rate of food insecurity and malnutrition. 
 

WFP assists people affected by food insecurity 

through food distributions using cash and food 

modality. WFP also provides specialized nutritional 

products to malnourished and highly vulnerable 

children and pregnant and nursing women. In 

addition, WFP supports food assistance for assets 

activities for the most vulnerable rural communities 

to help build their resilience to withstand future 

shocks.  
 

As of 1 January 2016, the programme includes 

assistance to refugees in the Mberra camp where 

WFP provides food and nutritional assistance to more 

than 50,000 refugees.  

Country Programme 

Mauritania 

200251 

(Jan 2012- Dec 2016) 

Total 

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

72.7 m 
8.8 m  

(12%) 

3.7 m 

(98%) 
*April–September 2016 

Implemented in collaboration with the Ministry of 

Education, WFP provides school meals to 

approximately 150,000 children enrolled in public 

primary schools – or in mahadras (Koranic schools) 

where public schools do not exist – in eight rural 

regions. These are marked by low attendance, high 

food insecurity, malnutrition and poverty. Due to 

limited funding, the programme has been suspended 

as of 31 December. However, WFP is working with the 

Ministry to mobilise the necessary resources to 

reinstate this activity.  

 

Special Operation 

Provision of 

Humanitarian Air 

Services in Mauritania 

200803 

(Jan 15- Dec 16) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

10 m 
   5 m  
(50%) 

n/a 

*April–September 2016 

The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) 

was established in 2012, at the request of the 

Humanitarian Country Team, to provide access for the 

humanitarian community in remote and vulnerable 

areas of Mauritania. UNHAS provides regular air 

services to aid workers reaching six destinations in 

Mauritania. The service is the main means through 

which humanitarian personnel access people from the 

capital, Nouakchott. 

Highlights 

 Funding shortfalls will continue to force WFP to 

reduce food and nutritional assistance to vulnerable 

host population. 

 

 WFP is introducing the cash component to meet the 

requests and needs of the refugees residing in the 

Mberra camp.  

 

 In March, WFP launched their food for assets 

programme in the regions of Hodh El Gharbi, Hodh El 

Chargui and Assaba.   

Credit: Photo © WFP/ Agron Dragaj. 
Caption: A malnutrition screening in the centre de 
récupération nutritionnelle (CRENAM) clinic in the 
suburbs of Kaedi, Mauritania. 
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In Numbers  

468,000 people in need of food assistance  

198,000 people in need of nutrition assistance  

50,000 people displaced  

525,000 people targeted by WFP assistance 

among which 50,000 refugees  
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Donors 

Top five donors for CP 200251: Multilateral, Saudi Arabia and 
Private Donors. 
Top five donors for SO 200803: United States of America, 
European Commission, Belgium, Multilateral and Denmark.  
Top five donors for PRRO 200640: United States of America, 
European Commission, Multilateral, Japan and United Kingdom.  
Name the donors of all operations in your country or for the most 
important project only OR Name all donors, the top 10 or top 5; 
OR Mention donors of the reporting year only or for the entire 
project cycle 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 In March, WFP continued to provide food and 

nutritional assistance targeting the host population 

and refugees in six of the most vulnerable regions of 

Mauritania.  
 WFP launched the Food for Assets (FFA) programme 

in the vulnerable regions of Hodh El Charghi, Hodh 

El Gharbi and Assaba. Operations will start in April 

to assist building of resilience and assets for the 

local populations.  

 WFP is introducing a cash component as part of the 

food rations for refugees in the Mberra camp, 

meeting the request of the people. In March, the 

feasibility and technical studies were conducted, the 

distributions are planned from April onwards. The 

cash component will represent 30 percent of the 

food ration and will enable refugees to meet their 

dietary needs based on their food preferences.   

 Starting from March, all implementation and 

monitoring of WFP activities is conducted through 

the utilization of smartphones. This will allow WFP to 

generate accurate real time data, and also introduce 

the possibility of GPS monitoring and photo 

collection of ongoing activities.  

 Preliminary results of the food security monitoring 

(FSM) conducted in January have highlighted 

considerable improvements of the food security 

situation. This is the concrete result of a good 

harvesting period (October-December) and 

coordinated intervention led by the government with 
its partners, including WFP.  

Challenges 

 Limited funding is impeding WFP’s project activities. 

With no additional financial assistance, WFP will be 

forced to continue to reduce assistance to the host 

population and refugees.  

 WFP is exploring all options to respond to the risk of 

a pipeline break. In this regard, on 14 March, WFP 

and UNICEF, through a joint press release, called for 

donor support for their operations in support of food 

and nutritional assistance of the Mauritanian 

families. The two agencies warned that funding 

shortfalls threaten their ability to provide essential 

assistance to some of the most vulnerable families 

in Mauritania.  

 

Partnerships:  

 WFP works closely in coordination with the 

government, sister UN Agencies (FAO, UNICEF and 

UNHCR), 17 national and international NGOs, and 

the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement for the 

implementation of its operations.  

 On 9 March, WFP organized a coordination meeting 

with its implementing partners to discuss the 

operational plans and activities for 2016. The 

session also provided an opportunity to discuss 

operational issues faced by the different activities 

and partners, and to jointly identify solutions.  
 
 

 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Mauritania bridges the Maghreb and western sub-

Saharan Africa regions. Vast and largely desert, 

Mauritania is sparsely populated and is one of the 

world’s poorest countries. Approximately 23 percent of 

the country's population lives below the poverty line on 

less than USD 1.25 per day. Some 47 percent is either 

near or living in multidimensional poverty with acute 

deprivation in health, education and standard of living. 

According to the Harmonized Framework analysis 

conducted in November, of the 1.2 million food insecure 

people 468,000 people face severe food insecurity. As 

per the results of the SMART nutrition survey, 21 

percent of children under five are stunted and 14 

percent underweight. Mauritania continues to host the 

second largest number of Malian refugees who have fled 

their homes following the outbreak of violence in 2012.  

 

WFP’s strategy for Mauritania (2011-2016) identifies 

three priorities: improving coordination and 

consultation; reducing risk and creating national 

capacity to prepare for crises; and investing in human 

capital development through social protection. In 2016, 

WFP aims to provide food and nutrition assistance to 

over 430,000 people in rural areas with highest food 

insecurity and malnutrition rates. WFP will also provide 

lifesaving assistance to 50,000 Malian refugees in the 

Mberra camp and distribute daily school meal to 

160,120 primary school children from food insecure and 

highly vulnerable households. 

 

WFP has been present in Mauritania since 1964. 
 

Contact info: Enrico Piano (enrico.piano@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Janne Suvanto 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/mauritania  

 

Food Insecurity:  

1.2 million people 

2015 Human Development Index: 

156 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 3.4 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/mauritania

